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LACF AWARDS $20,000 IN GRANTS FOR 2015 
 
The Landscape Architecture Canada Foundation (LACF) is pleased to announce the recipients of its 2015 grants 
in support of research, communication and scholarship. 
 
“From landscape restoration at home and abroad to documentation of the built environment past and present, 
LACF is proud to support these grant proposals that reflect the expanding role landscapes play in providing 
social, cultural, ecological and economic benefits to society”, said LACF President, Cecelia Paine, FCSLA. “The 
impact of these grants is multiplied by the requirement that each of the proponents share the results of their 
work through online resources, print publication, or conference presentations. Documentation of each grant is 
accessible through LACF’s online portfolio found at http://lacf.ca/grants-portfolio.” 
 
Annual grant proposals are adjudicated and awarded by a national jury composed of six individuals from public, 
and private practice with academic credentials representing the Atlantic, Quebec, Ontario, Prairie, British 
Columbia regions and Canada’s north.  The Board of the Landscape Architecture Canada Foundation extends 
recognition to the many individuals and component associations who through their annual donations make 
these grants possible. 
 
2015 LACF GRANTS  
 
WADI HANIFAH: URBAN|LANDSCAPE INFRASTRUCTURE FOR THE 21 ST CENTURY 
Jean Trottier, CSLA, MCIP and Drew Wensley, CEO, Moriyama & Teshima Planners, GRANT: $5,000 
 

 
Photo credit: Moriyama & Teshima Planners 

 
The Wadi Hanifah restoration, in Saudi Arabia, is a radical realignment of landscape architecture, urbanism, 
engineering, and ecology.  The LACF funding will be used to comprehensively document this project. The 
documentation will lay the foundation for a longer-term, multi-partners initiative on 21st century urban 
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infrastructure, which will assess the environmental and economic performance of the project’s core 
infrastructural strategies. 
 
Designed by Moriyama & Teshima Planners (Canada) and Buro Happold (United Kingdom), Wadi Hanifah 
rehabilitated a 4,000 square kilometer watershed and implemented innovative flood management and urban 
wastewater bioremediation strategies.  It also created a transformative civic space at the heart of Riyadh, 
reversing decades of neglect and promoting new forms of social engagement.  In 2010 the project received the 
Aga Khan Award for Architecture for “eloquently [demonstrating] an alternative ecological way of urban 
development” (jury citation, see akdn.org/architecture ).  As such, it sets a precedent and a pattern for resilient 
urbanism and provides a credible benchmark for research on landscape based infrastructure.  
 
 
WINNIPEG ARCHITECTURE FOUNDATION AND MANITOBA ASSOCIATION OF LANDSCAPE 
ARCHITECTS_ PHASE 2 OF ORAL HISTORY UPDATE 
Susan Algie, Director of the Winnipeg Architecture Foundation and Monica Giesbrecht, HTFC Planning and 
Design and MALA President, GRANT: $3,000 
 
In 1998, the Manitoba Association of Landscape Architects (MALA) had a comprehensive history of its’ first 
twenty-five years researched and written by Catherine MacDonald. Informed by professional research and oral 
history “Making a Place” is an excellent product but has the limitations of the 1998 end date and also limited 
public distribution.  
(www.winnipegarchitecture.ca/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/making-a-place.pdf) 
 
This is the second of four phases to update, enhance and promote the history of landscape architecture in 
Manitoba. Informed by professional research and oral history interviews, the result will be a comprehensive 
public education program including publications, self-guided and QR code tours, digital and physical exhibits.  
 
This project will build on previous documentation to provide the public with an enriched and up to date history 
of landscape architecture in Manitoba covering projects and designers who continue to shape the landscape 
from 1998 to today. 
 
 
PROTOTYPES FOR PRACTICE:  A SURVEY ON CONTEMPORARY SOIL AND  
LANDSCAPE RECOVERY IN CANADIAN NATURAL RESOURCE EXTRACTION 
Paula Meijerink, Co-Founder and Landscape Architect with WANTED Landscape.  
Heather Braiden, Assistant Professor in Landscape Architecture at Dalhousie 
University in Nova Scotia,  GRANT: $3,000 
 
Set as the very first stage of a much larger social reading of landscape identity, this project begins by exploring 
how sustainable ideologies are supported in Canadian post-extractive industries. Traditionally, interventions in 
landscape recovery occur as industry retracts. This project proposal questions how this model can be rethought, 
literally, from the ground up.  The LACF funding will used to survey, benchmark, and analyze contemporary 
Canadian practices in stabilizing the by-products of mining industries, forestry, and the energy sector to name 
a few. Once ‘best practices’ have identified, the information will be reconfigured into designed prototypes. New 
practices in soil and landscape recovery will be recommended by interweaving innovative techniques 
throughout the entire lifecycle of an industry.  
 
The need for large scale and inventive practices to reclaim land are on the rise, as urban development is now 
measured by the energy and materials it consumes on a global scale. Herein lies an opportunity for landscape 
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architects to hypothesize on new forms of intervention. This project will be disseminated at an academic 
conference and the end product will take the form of a peer-reviewed journal article.  
 

 
Political and environmental dimensions of natural resource extraction.  
Image: Paula Meijerink, Hubert Lemieux 
 
 
THE CANADIAN LANDSCAPE PORTFOLIO INITIATIVE 
Jean Landry, AAPQ/FCSLA, MBA,  Landscape Architect | Photographer,  GRANT: $2,500 
 

The Canadian Landscape Portfolio Initiative (CLPI) is a described digital photographic collection that 
will illustrate Canada’s diversity of landscapes by provinces/regions. Compiled from landscape 
architects submissions from around the country, the portfolio would take two main forms. The first will be 
a web based portfolio to be presented and made available in the spring of 2016 and the second, an Ebook 
completed with the updated web portfolio in the spring of 2017. 

Designed as a participatory tool, the project will involve as many landscape architects as possible from across 
the country.  The CLPI main goals are to: 

1. Encourage the participation of landscape architects from across the county; 

2. Illustrate the vast diversity of landscapes we live in and use daily; 

3. Describe why those landscapes are seen and experienced as important; 

4. Communicate to all in the most accessible and affordable ways how landscape architects see the world 
around them. 

The CLPI final product will be a digital written and visual presentation of the entire country with the objective 
of representing all regions/provinces. The ultimate goal being to present an accurate and recognizable 
representation of each of those regions with around 100 to 150 described high quality digital photographs. The 
first phase (2015-2016) will focus on building the coordination team to be responsible for the invitation, 
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collection and first selection of the initial submissions. A web based portfolio would then be 
made public through the CSLA for the spring of 2016. 

 

 

MAPPING URBAN AGRICULTURAL HOT SPOTS 
Alex Waffle, MLA Candidate, University Of Guelph,  GRANT: $1,500 
 

 
http://ediblegardenproject.com/2011/03/16/north-vancouver-district-ocp-takes-on-more-urban-agriculture/ 
 
Much attention has been placed on the urban heat island effect within cities. Research and 
Interventions are taking place to mitigate the increased temperatures within our urban areas. Cities 
are an inevitable part of today’s society and finding ways to make them safer during extreme heat 
events as well as more comfortable, energy efficient, and sustainable should be key goals of our 
designers, researchers, policy writers, and decision makers. What if we take it a step further? Let’s 
accept the urban heat island effect and use it to our advantage wherever possible. There is potential 
to grow crops within warmer urban microclimates that would typically not grow in the broader 
climate.  
 
Alex’s thesis will examine adapting existing methods of mapping urban microclimates, most often 
focusing on human thermal comfort, for the application of identifying urban agricultural ‘hot spots’ 
within the City of Toronto. Then a few sites will be used to test whether these hot spots could 
successfully support warmer climate food production, and identify different foods that could grow in 
each of the different urban microclimates. 
 
 
DESIGN FOR LANDSCAPE-SCALE REHABILITATION WITHIN THE TOWNSHIP OF UXBRIDGE 
Heather Schibli; MLA Candidate, University of Guelph,  GRANT: $2,000 
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Under the Aggregate Resources Act, pit and quarry operators must rehabilitate their site once 
operations have ceased. However the resulting landscape remains fragmented, as each site is 
rehabilitated individually with little regard to its context.  
 
The primary focus of this study is to expand and improve aggregate site rehabilitation across multiple 
properties, allowing for more comprehensive integration into existing natural systems and agricultural 
practices. Heather’s thesis will focus on rehabilitation with a review of fill importation in the Township 
of Uxbridge; where a cluster of pit operations occurs along the Oak Ridges Moraine. Rehabilitation 
should consider multiple sites to create a unified cohesive landscape will minimize or eliminate side 
slopes, to improve hydrological movement and offer a continuous landscape for wildlife habitat.  
 

 
Photo Credit:  Heather Schibli 
 
Heather will analyze and synthesize the data collected by Ontario Nature and engage with the various 
stakeholders in order to produce a congruous rehabilitated landscape design that benefits both 
biological diversity and agricultural use.  This research is part of a larger collaborative effort between 
the Ontario Stone, Sand, And Gravel Association (OSSGA), Ontario Nature, the Toronto Region 
Conservation Authority (TRCA), the Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority (LSRCA), and the 
Township of Uxbridge. 
 
 
REHABILITATION PLAN OF AN URBAN WASTELAND IN NATURE PARK  
Caroline Magar, MLA Candidate, University of Montreal,  GRANT: $1,500 
 
This rehabilitation research work aims to develop an alternative to removal of contaminated soil by 
producing a rehabilitation plan that supports conserving existing biological habitats, use of in-situ 
decontamination methods and citizen involvement.   This project aims to develop an innovative and 
inspiring resource that will allow several urban vegetated wastelands to be rejuvenated as quality 
natural spaces and to provide toolkit for future rehabilitation. 
  
The project seeks to support a citizens' initiative for alternative urban conservation-oriented 
biodiversity and also to develop Québec expertise for in-situ rehabilitation of industrial urban 
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wastelands. Using the integrated approach of landscape architecture, that marries design with the 
physical constraints of a site this project will develop new planning tools for Quebec municipalities 
that face contaminated land management challenges in their region. The goal is to propose a new 
way to rehabilitate urban wasteland by vegetated habitat conservation, and in-situ decontamination. 
  
The rehabilitation findings will be presented to the community to inform and involve users with the 
rehabilitation processes for the site. It will also be the subject of conference presentations to different 
associations as Association des Architectes Paysagistes du Québec, La Fondation Héritage Montreal, 
L'association citoyenne Mémoire du Mile End, and others... 
 

 

photo FREDERIKFROUMENT/NBS 

MARITIME BY DESIGN: MODERNITY AND THE SOCIAL POLITICS OF LANDSCAPE 
DESIGN IN NEWFOUNDLAND, 1888-1925. 
Dustin R. Valen, PhD Candidate, McGill University, School of Architecture Grant $1,500  
Recipient of the Gunter Schoch Bursary 
 

 
Photo Credit:  Dustin Valen 

 
Gifted to the City of St. John’s in 1914 by one of its most influential and business-minded patrons, Bowring Park 
was instrumental in promoting Newfoundland’s landscape as a source of national prosperity and 
wellbeing.  While the creation of urban parks throughout North America has been the subject of numerous 
studies – pointing to their importance as sites of bourgeois social control or as antidotes for the unsanitary 
conditions of industrial cities – this research highlights how projects like Bowring Park helped landscape enter 
into social, economic, and political discourse at a critical moment in Newfoundland’s colonial history when 
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reformers struggled to transform the island’s identity from a remote fishing outpost into a prosperous reserve 
of forest and mineral resources.  At a time when the Colony’s landscape was being promoted on new and 
unprecedented scales, this dissertation explores how design practices formed part of an educative strategy to 
advance landscape as a cultural ideal through different physical and imaginative settings, and tests how the 
ideology of reformers met with the actual experience of Newfoundlander’s. 

Designed by Canadian landscape architect Frederick Gage Todd and built from 1911-1913 by the Dutch landscape 
designer Rudolph H. Cochius, Bowring Park was Todd’s fourth major park project situated in a (future) Canadian 
provincial capital and his most easterly work.  By overlaying landscape with ideas of progress, nationhood, and 
class during this period of rapid change, the extent to which new attitudes towards nature were nurtured 
through projects like Bowring Park is of lasting significance to the culture and identity of this unique island, and 
a topic of considerable importance today in assessing the ability of landscape architecture to act as a catalyst 
for change by shaping environmental policy and behaviour. 

 

For information contact 
Faye Langmaid, FCSLA, MCIP 
Chair of the LACF Annual Grants Program 
Lacf.grants@gmail.com 
Website:  lacf.ca 
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