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PLANNED GIVING _ Legacy Bequests and Gifts Through Your Will  
INFORMATION 
 
WHY YOU NEED A WILL 
A carefully designed will is the core of any estate plan.  A will ensures that your wishes regarding the 
disposition of your estate assets - however small or large these assets may be - are carried out. 
 
BENEFITS OF MAKING A WILL: 
You, and not the courts, decide how your assets will be distributed. 
Your estate is settled quickly and efficiently without burden to your heirs. 
You, and not the courts, select an executor to ensure that your wishes are carried out. 
You can name a guardian for minor children. 
You can arrange for money to be available quickly for taxes, debts, or other expenses. 
Your assets will not have to be sold during market turndowns, as could be the case if you leave no will. 
Taxes and expenses can be minimized. 
You choose how best to benefit friends, favourite charities and other non-profit organizations. 
You have peace of mind and you know that your wishes will be carried out and your responsibilities looked 
after. 
 
BEQUESTS to LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE CANADA FOUNDATION   
Landscape Architecture Canada Foundation is looking to the future with our programs in support of 
research, communication and scholarship. We welcome the help of landscape architects and friends of the 
profession.  You may be able to help more than you think. By choosing to participate through a will 
bequest, you make a gift out of your estate, NOT out of present income. Your bequest should bring you 
the greatest possible satisfaction.  
 
Planned gifts can include life insurance, will bequests, annuities, irrevocable trusts, real estate transfer, 
works of art, libraries or collections. The process can be quite simple. Consult your lawyer about making a 
will, redrafting or adding a codicil to your present will.  The following may be assistance to you in your 
estate planning. 
 
TYPES OF BEQUESTS 
A specif ic  bequest directs that the Landscape Architecture Canada Foundation receive a specific dollar 
amount or stated percentage of the estate.  
Example:  "I give, devise and bequeath to the LACF the sum of $______ (or percentage share of my estate), 
to be used for _______". 
 
A residual  bequest directs that the LACF receive all or a percentage of the remainder of the estate 
after other specific legacies have been fulfilled.          
Example:  "I give, devise and bequeath to the LACF the whole of (or percentage share of) the residue of my 
estate to be used for _______". 
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BEQUESTS AND PLANNED GIVING 
 
TYPES OF BEQUESTS (continued) 
A contingent bequest directs that the LACF receive all or a share of the estate only in the event of the 
prior death of other named beneficiaries.        
                                                               
Example:  "If any of the beneficiaries named in this Will should die before becoming entitled to receive 
their distributive share of my estate, I direct my trustee to pay or transfer the share to which such 
beneficiary would otherwise be entitled, to LACF, to be used for ______". 

A bequest may include gifts of stocks, works of art, real estate and other assets. 

DIRECTED OR UNRESTRICTED BEQUEST 
Your gift can be directed to a specific program, or area that interests you most, or unrestr icted - that is, 
available for the LACF's priority needs at the discretion of the Board.  Your bequest can be designated in 
your name or in the name of someone dear to you. 
 
ENDOWMENTS 
An endowment is a gift given in perpetuity; that is, the capital is invested in the Foundation's endowment 
fund and only the interest income, after allowance for inflation protection, is used each year. An 
endowment ensures that the program of your choice continues to benefit the goals of the profession in 
perpetuity. 
 
WHAT COULD YOUR BEQUEST BE USED FOR? 
Depending on the amount of the bequest, you can endow a program in your name, fund research, or 
support a special project of interest to you. 
 
TAX BENEFITS 
Your estate is entitled to a gift tax receipt for the full value of the bequest, thus saving your estate tax 
dollars. The estate can claim a contribution in the year of your death up to 20% of your net income for 
that year.  Any excess contributions can be carried back to the preceding year. 

Example:  In his will, Mr. Smith leaves $50,000 to LACF.  The remainder of his estate is left to his three 
children.  The bequest results in a combined federal and provincial tax saving of $23,500.  The cost of the 
$50,000 bequest to his heirs is $26,500. 
 
FRANCIS BLUE LEGACY GROUP  
The Francis McCloud Blue Legacy Group is an LACF membership category that recognizes individuals who 
make a planned gift of $10,000 or more to the LACF.  It has been established in memory of the late Mrs. 
Francis Blue, FCSLA, an early member of the Canadian Society of Landscape Architects and a generous 
supporter of LACF who bequeathed over $225 000 to the Foundation in the late eighties.  With your 
planned gift, you become a member of this select group and your generosity will be recognized (if you wish) 
in LACF publications.   
 
We would welcome the opportunity to work with you to develop a gift which is personally meaningful to you, 
and which will bring maximum benefit to the goals of the Landscape Architecture Canada Foundation. Your 
generosity may inspire others to give.  
 
Please complete the Intention Form attached so we can recognize your generosity or simply provide you 
with further information. THANK YOU!  




